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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Revolving Museum Receives Grant from
National Endowment for the Arts

2006 Access to Artistic Excellence Grant is The Museum’s latest award from the NEA.
LOWELL, Mass.; Sept. 13, 2006 -- The Revolving Museum announced today that has received a $25,000 National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) grant to support its currently featured exhibit, Pulling Strings: Traditional and Contemporary Puppetry, a series of puppet-making community workshops and puppetry festivals.  The grant is The Museum’s second consecutive NEA project proposal to be funded, and is the latest of several NEA grants awarded to The Revolving Museum in recent years.  

The NEA Access to Artistic Excellence Grant encourages and supports artistic excellence, preserves the nation’s cultural heritage, and provides access to the arts for all Americans.  The NEA is the largest annual funder of the arts in the United States, and is dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts, both new and established; bringing the arts to all Americans and providing leadership in arts education.  It is an independent federal agency and is the official arts organization of the United States government.

“This grant is further recognition that what we are doing in Lowell is making an impact locally as well as on a national and even global scale,” said Jerry Beck, artistic director for The Revolving Museum.  “The NEA’s financial assistance is critical in our continuing efforts to enable area artists of all ages and backgrounds to share their creative talents with a worldwide audience.”  

Pulling Strings includes more than 100 works of art from students, community artists and professional puppeteers.  Some 5,000 people have viewed the exhibition, which opened in March to commemorate the unveiling of The Museum’s newly renovated art space.  The exhibit runs through September 30, and is free and open to the public.  A special closing party, also free and open to the public, will take place that day at The Museum from 1 pm – 4 pm.  Refreshments and special children’s activities will mark the occasion, and puppets from the exhibit will be sold at reduced prices.
Pulling Strings programming is also supported in part by grants from the Lowell Cultural Council and Chelmsford Cultural Council, local agencies that are supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council; Kraft Foods; Lowell Historical National Park; Lowell Festival Foundation; The City of Lowell and the many Revolving Museum members and friends.

-more-

About The Revolving Museum

Revolving Museum is an evolving laboratory of creative expression for people of all backgrounds, ages, and abilities who seek to experience the transformative power of art.  Through public art, exhibitions, and educational programs, The Museum promotes artistic exploration and appreciation; encourages community participation and growth; and provides opportunities for empowerment and social change.  

The Museum is open, free of charge, Tuesday through Sunday from 11 am to 4 pm.  The Revolving Museum is a 501(c)(3), non-profit organization.  For more information, call (978) YES ARTS (978/937-2787) or visit www.revolvingmuseum.org. 
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